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Town Board Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2026 

 
Board Members and Staff Present  
Chair Bruce Fitzwater, Vice-Chair Jim Thill, Supervisor Donna Ferguson, Treasurer Corey Johnson, 
Clerk Andrea Nekowitsch, Gary Guse Road Superintendent 
 
Supervisor Donna Ferguson was sworn in following her reelection to a three-year term for 2026–2029. 
 
Call to Order and Approval of the Agenda 
Chairman Fitzwater called the Regular Monthly Fish Lake Town Board meeting to order at 6:00 pm in 
the Township Office at 2170 Brunswick Road, Harris, MN. The pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 
Motion made Fitzwater by and seconded by Thill to approve the agenda as presented. Approved 
unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed the Annual Reorganization items and confirmed there would be no changes. Upon 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board approved that the following shall remain the same: 

• Selection of Town Board Chair and Vice Chair 
• Board meetings will continue to be held on the second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
• The Isanti-Chisago County Star shall remain the official newspaper publication 
• The office door shall remain the official posting place for the town 
• Security Bank & Trust Co. shall remain the official depository 
• The AWAIR Program was reviewed and reaffirmed 

 
Road Report 
Gary Guse presented the road report and updated the Board on projects that have been completed and in 
process from the last month and projects planned for the upcoming month. 
 
Beginning dirt work for 430th Street will be completed this year in preparation for paving in conjunction 
with the Chisago County project scheduled for next year. Engineer Marcus Johnson will submit the 
wetlands application. 
 
2026 Crack Sealing. Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to approve $45,631.25 for crack 
sealing on township roads and parking lots. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurers Report 
The Board reviewed the treasurer’s report.   
 

Bank Balances as of: 03-31-2026 
Checking $19,091.59 Broadband Debt. Service $118,346.62 

Savings (Camb. State) $604,652.55 Anchor Ave. Debt Service $33,636.20 
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Motion made by Ferguson and seconded by Thill to accept the Treasurer’s report approve bills for 
$28,220.76, and the current month’s payroll of $17,272.57 and transfer funds between the following 
bank accounts: $45,000 from Savings to Checking. Approved unanimously. 
 
Minutes 
Motion made by Thill and seconded by Ferguson to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2026 
meeting.  Approved unanimously.  
 
Schedule Appointments 
Resolution No. 2026-03 – Resolution Granting Liquor License Renewal for The Full Moon Motion 
made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to adopt Resolution No. 2026-03 approving the liquor license 
renewal for The Full Moon. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Resolution No. 2026-05 – Resolution Granting Liquor License Renewal for Northfolk Winery. 
Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to adopt Resolution No. 2026-05 approving the liquor 
license renewal for Northfolk Winery. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Clerk Report 
The Annual Town Financial Report has been completed and filed with the State Auditor. The Board was 
reminded that the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting with the County Assessor is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 15, at 6:00 p.m. An email from Linda Gallagher regarding flying the 
new Minnesota flag was included in the meeting packet. The Clean-Up Day postcard has been mailed. 
 
Board Member Reports 
None. 
Old Business 
None. 
 
New Business  
Resolution No. 2026-06 – Resolution Certifying 2027 Levy 
Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to adopt Resolution No. 2026-06 certifying the 2027 
Levy in the amount of $1,288,000 All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Resolution No. 2026-07 – Resolution Setting Public Hearing for Vacation of Canal Court and a 
Part of Sherwood Avenue. 
Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to adopt Resolution No. 2026-07 setting a hearing date 
for the vacation of Canal Court and a portion of Sherwood Avenue for May 11, 2026. All in favor. 
Motion carried.  
 
The following charities were chosen for the township’s annual $2000 donation. Let’s Go Fishing $500; 
Chisago AGE WELL $500; Chisago County Historical Society $500; New Pathways $500. 
 
The Board discussed the purchase of a new picnic table for the park due to one table having a rusted 
frame. After discussion, the Board determined that the remaining three tables are sufficient and decided 
not to replace the damaged table at this time. 
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Citizen Comment 
None. 
 
Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to reconvene at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 20, 2026  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Monday, April 20, 2026 
The meeting was reconvened at 5:30 pm.  
 
The board met with Brandon from DW Companies to discuss the upcoming 430th culvert replacements 
and sub-cutting work. Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to start on the 430th Street 
project. Approved unanimously. 
 
Field Access Discussion – Brian Fairbanks 
The Board met on-site with Brian Fairbanks to discuss field access improvements at several locations within the 
township. 
 
430th Street East of Decker Road: 
As part of the planned 430th Street culvert replacement project, a new culvert will be installed to replace a 
previously existing driveway access located on the south side of 430th Street east of Decker Ave.. This work will 
be completed at the township’s expense. 
 
430th Street – Field Access: 
A new field access will also be installed from 430th Street to serve Jeanine Fairbanks’ property. Jeanine 
Fairbanks agreed to pay $1,500 toward the culvert installation and $500 for two loads of gravel associated with 
the project. 
 
Diamond Avenue – West Side Field Access: 
Two additional loads of gravel will be placed at the existing field access on Diamond Avenue at a cost of $500 to 
Jeanine Fairbanks. 
 
Diamond Avenue – East Side Field Access: 
An additional field access on the east side of Diamond Avenue will include installation of a 12-inch culvert along 
with necessary fill and gravel. Jeanine Fairbanks agreed to pay for the 12-inch culvert and gravel associated with 
the installation at a cost of $1,500. 
 
The Board directed that an invoice be issued to Jeanine Fairbanks for the agreed-upon costs associated with the 
improvements. 
 

Adjourn 
Motion made by Fitzwater and seconded by Thill to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.  Approved unanimously. 
 
       
Bruce Fitzwater, Chair  Date  Andrea Nekowitsch, Clerk  Date 

 


